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Booker Creek's slot canyon is a
monument to St. Pete's outdated water
management policies
City Wilds
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By Thomas Hallock on Thu, Aug 4, 2022 at 2:03 pm
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Off the park behind shuttered Edward White Hospital, St. Petersburg's Booker Creek flows through
a rather scary culvert. Vines drape from the steel walls of an imposing, artificial slot canyon. The
entrance is overgrown, densely shaded, littered with discarded office furniture. A watergoat,
designed to catch debris before flowing into the catchment lake, doubles over itself, crimped and
useless.
The park and spillway speak to the contradictions that follow design apart from nature. On one side
of the creek is a manicured apartment complex; on the other, street people camp in a grove of
untended Australian pines. The lake holds a station for distributing alum, an age-old and effective
method of gathering contaminants. Fencing cordons off sections of the watershed, then elsewhere
stops at random. A jogging path and picnic shelters lend the area a park-like quality, though the
steady rattle of Interstate-275 preserves an industrial feel.
Booker Creek, a Tampa Bay Times reporter noted decades ago, suffers from a "split personality." Its
course falls some 60 feet in just 6.5 miles, changing character with the seasons. A turn of the 20thcentury news report described how a "six inch brook" could swell after a big rain into a raging river,
six-feet deep, rushing dangerously "with the speed of a mill race."
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The city's strategy has always been contain and control. The creek has "been bridged, culverted, and
girdled with concrete and steel walls," the Times' Peggy Vlerebome observed in 1972; it has been
"raped in the course of urban development."

28 May 1972, Sun Tampa Bay Times (St. Petersburg, Florida) Newspapers.com

When the owners of the Fusion Apartments wanted to build over Central Avenue, the creek was
Donate

ruled a culvert. Just a few years later, when the Edge District wanted to create a wet zone (allowing
open consumption of alcohol), a shrewd attorney proved the same creek to be navigable. Local
eccentric Dan Harvey maintains the stream as an urban oasis on the north side of Central, across
from Fergs' Sports Bar, then it dips under First Avenue North, culverted by Florida Power in the
1950s.
Once a shady ravine with lush tropic growth, its banks got buried under pavement and concrete

pilings with the construction of Interstate 275. The stream reappears as connected lakes bracketing
the interstate today, though if we trace these waters into the past, the waters run much further.
I've been nosing around the upper reaches for some time now. Pushing the reasonable limits of a
relationship, I asked my partner and photog Julie Armstrong to trace the creepy slot canyon,
working our way to the source—wherever that happens to be.
We trespassed over trampled chain link and down a weedy path, into the liminal area between gated
apartments and medical facilities. The creek disappears by the new Uptown Kenwood townhomes
("Your Private Retreat," ads boast, "perfectly situated in one of Tampa Bay's most desirable areas").
A dip in the pavement provides a trace down 11th Avenue N.

Related
City Wilds: Paddling toward reparations: Booker Creek, a stadium nobody
likes and a city's unresolved conflicts.

Between 25th and 26th, the ditch daylights again as "Booker Creek Linear Park" (an unmarked city
tract) then cuts northwest, channeling beneath private homes and drainage culverts, before opening
into "Emerald Lake." A pump station nestled by the playground at Sylvia C. Boring Park says we are
on course.
I recognize the squared-off reservoir, built in the early 1950s, from my research. After World War II,
Pinellas County experienced a housing boom. Folks flocked to the everyman's paradise that was
mid-century Florida. Historian Gary Mormino describes how property owners transformed old
farms, waste land, and citrus groves "into low-cost, middle-class homes in the sun."
The flood of construction, in turn, caused flooding across the watershed.
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In 1951 City Council approved a $9-million dollar, 15-year project that replumbed lower Pinellas.
The drainage problems that followed rapid overdevelopment were so pell-mell that the city did not
even bother to prioritize. The capital plan included 56 tasks, listed not by need but alphabetically.
One such project was the squared-off reservoir before us, the unmarked Emerald Lake. The city
would drain this now-industrialized area and bound the reservoir with not one but two dikes. When
the interstate came through, Florida Department of Transportation tripled the size, using the area
as a borrow pit. They "didn't give a crap about environment," city engineer Michael Perry concedes,
"the d g a hole" and left

"they dug a hole" and left.

As a result of this history, the watershed today disappears. I sip my espresso at Mazzaro's (on 22nd
Avenue), pick through a bin of vinyl at Bananas, or strap 2x4's to the roof of my Subaru in the parking
lot at Lowes, and never know I am in a creekshed. We have no way of connecting this fenced-off,
double-diked retention pond (tucked between Sam's Club and the mini-storage) with an actual,
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flowing body of water. I have lived in St. Petersburg for decades, made more Lowe's runs than the
usual home owner, but have never once thought I was parking in a floodplain.

Photo by Thomas Hallock
The slot canyon of St. Petersburg, Florida's Booker Creek is neglected, shadowy, unmarked, and strewn
with vines.

Because of the creek's "split personality," headwaters escape our notice.
Julie and I abandon our walk and trek back to our car. Using my cell phone, we piece together the
lakes connecting a buried creekshed. Kira Barrera, an environmental stalwart who works for the
city, later tracks down a series of culvert maps for me. The drainage maps confirm what I gleaned
from newspaper reports, that the "Surface Water System Hinges on Making New Lakes."
No amount of historical recovery, however, can help us pinpoint the source of Booker Creek.
In 1972 the Times' Vlerebome traced the origins to an underground trickle at Ninth Avenue N and
28th Street. Earlier reports push the point further north and west, to Harshaw Lake, at 30th Avenue
and 34th Street, behind the Goodwill Superstore and Pelican Palms Village trailer park. Peeling back
the years still further, scion of the ranching family Jay B. Starkey (as in Starkey Road) would claim
Hanna's Pond, now Sirmons Lake, as the "largest of a series of ponds that once drained this area."
It's a hot afternoon and our pooch is thirsty. Having wound our way from lake to lake, through the
neighborhoods of concrete-block homes, Julie and I give up. One cannot say where Booker Creek
actually begins. Most likely the area was marsh, dotted with small ponds, linked by ephemeral creeks
and sheet flow. As flood plain became private property and parking lots, however, the city settled

Related
New ‘Creekshed Project’ will look for the headwaters of Tampa Bay’s
polluted gulf: Tracing tributaries helps us see how we have engineered growing
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into this system of dredged lakes and culverts, with the occasional pump by a park to push water
back into the bay. None of this technology makes sense for our own time, of course, and policies
seem to take ecological health as an afterthought.

crises

The creek remains misunderstood, pathologized, having a "split personality." We are bereft, even
gaslighted b this in isible nat re The onl reminder of a so rce to Booker Creek is the gl steel

gaslighted by this invisible nature. The only reminder of a source to Booker Creek is the ugly steel
chute. The culvert by the park speaks to a time when engineers thought they could channel, divert,
bury, and erase run-off, mitigating sprawl in the most densely-populated county in the entire state.
The slot canyon of Booker Creek is neglected, shadowy, unmarked, and strewn with vines. It is our
monument to water management policies a half century out of date. I’m not sure I could summon the
courage to walk the chute myself. It remains a very creepy place.

Tags: Booker Creek, St. Petersburg, Tampa Bay
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By Dan Savage on Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 3:14 pm

Savage Love

There is more to this week’s Savage Love. To read the entire column, go to savage.love.

I’m a 71-year-old gay man married to a much younger man. That’s all fine, not relevant so much as
just info.Fifteen years ago, I briefly took Prozac. While it dulled my sex drive, the orgasms I did
manage to have while taking Prozac were off the charts. I even talked to my doctor about it at the
time and he just sort of shrugged and said enjoy it. OK, fine. But a little more than 15 years later—off
Prozac for most of that time (I didn’t stay on it long)—my orgasms are still off the charts. My
husband’s last a kind of normal-ish five-to-eight seconds but mine continues for a good 30 seconds
and leaves me unable to function after. Possibly related, from time to time I get a short but slamming
headache. I also very rarely experience unpleasant orgasm-related disorientation, like a sense of
“déjà vu” that lasts for hours. I have been to a neurologist about this but was offered no explanation.
I worry these orgasms might be permanently debilitating to me. Do you think I could be harming
myself with these massive mind-blowing events? I am having sex about twice a week and they are
always like that.—Massive Orgasms And Neurological Symptoms
Some people get intense headaches immediately before or after climaxing, and while “sex
headaches,” as their doctors call them, can be extremely annoying, they’re not life-threatening. If
you’re using Viagra or poppers (which should never be used together), that could be causing or
worsening your sex headaches.
As for your other symptoms, a recent study written up in The Times of London could offer some

“left behind” sperm cells that exit the balls but not the body.
“Many health providers do not know about it,
let alone the public,” the study’s lead author,
Andrew Shanholtzer, a medical student at
Oakland University, told The Times of London.
“It is more than likely that it is underdiagnosed

The full version of Savage Love is now exclusively
available on Dan’s website savage.love! To continue
reading this week’s column, go to
savage.love/savagelove.
Contact questions@savagelove.net, follow
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guidance. The study, published in a peer-reviewed medical journal, focused on post orgasmic illness
syndrome (POIS), a rare sexual dysfunction that afflicts a tiny percentage of men. Basically, men can
become allergic to their own sperm cells, and their own immune systems mount a response to those

It is more than likely that it is underdiagnosed,
with many sufferers out there.”

@FakeDanSavage on Twitter and get Dan’s columns,
podcasts, books, merch and more at savage.love.

Seeing as symptoms include feelings of fatigue,
disorientation, and headaches, along with an assortment of flu-like symptoms, MOANS, it’s possible
that you’re one of those undiagnosed sufferers.
The study details how Shanholtzer treated a younger POIS sufferer whose symptoms sounded a lot
worse (and a lot less fun) than yours: a cough, swollen lymph nodes, hives. The use of an
antihistamine reduced the severity of this man’s symptoms by more than 90%. The study will be
published in the November 2022 issue of Urology Case Reports (“Post orgasmic illness syndrome
successfully treated with antihistamine: A case report,” Shanholtzer, et al), if you want to print it out,
show it to your doctor, and give the recommended antihistamine—fexofenadine—a try. Or, hey,
maybe it was the Prozac you briefly took 15 years ago and an antihistamine won’t help.
All that said, MOANS, we all gotta go sometime… and I can think of much worse ways than being
taken out by a massive orgasm in my eighth decade of life.

You’ve got a wife, you and your wife currently share a girlfriend…
Go to savage.love to read the rest.

Tags: Booker Creek, St. Petersburg, Tampa Bay
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I'm a 41-year-old dude who has been monogamously married for 22 years. I know you're doing the
math and, no, it wasn't a shotgun wedding. We were high school lovelies who went to college, got
our degrees, got married, and established our careers before having two kids. Both our kids, who are
still young, have been diagnosed autistic. Needless to say, our lives have become more challenging.
About two years ago, my partner fell in love with another woman (X) and asked if we could try
polyamory. She asserts that her love for X does not diminish her feelings for me, and that, in part, X
represents an escape from life's challenges. I believe her, but that hasn't made it easier for me. I’ve
tried to be as supportive as possible, which has included developing a meaningful, loving, and
sexually active relationship with X myself. However, the process of settling into polyamory has
created more distance between us (me and my wife) than I would like. Further complicating matters,
I've developed a strong connection with another woman (Y), and even though Y has strongly
suggested the feelings are mutual, she’s in a long-term relationship that appears happy and
monogamous. I want to tell Y I love her, but I haven’t out of respect for Y, her partner, and their
young kids. I am also nervous about losing Y as a friend. Can telling someone you love them ever go
wrong?—Paralyzed Over Love's Yearning
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Vote No. on St. Pete s Charter Amendment 1.
Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 3:04 pm
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Photo via cityofstpete/Flickr
St. Petersburg's Charter Amendment 1 is a question about rescheduling city elections, aligning St. Pete’s
municipal races with even-year presidential and gubernatorial races (like this year).

Not unlike most Floridians, St. Pete voters have a busy ballot this election season. There’s a U.S.
Senate race to consider, a congressional race, and a slate of statewide races, including the race for
governor. There are heated contests for state attorney, state senate, and the state house, and a race
that will have significant implications for our Pinellas County Board of Commissioners. And that's
just the first page of the ballot. There is a page of judges, another page for three state constitutional
amendments, and, finally, a page with two City of St. Petersburg Charter questions and two City
referendum questions.
Donate

When you get to page four of your ballot, if you don't want it to be even longer next time, vote no on
City of St. Petersburg Charter Amendment 1.

(Editor's note: Creative Loafing Tampa Bay also recommends a "NO" vote on St.
Petersburg's Charter Amendment 1.)
This is a question about rescheduling city elections, aligning St. Pete’s municipal races with even-

year presidential and gubernatorial races (like this year). Such a switch would make St. Pete the
outlier among Florida’s largest cities. No other big city in Florida does this. There is a frequent chant
in the Sunshine City that we don't want to be Miami or Orlando. In this instance, we think we do.
Aside from lengthening an already long ballot, passage of this Amendment would also make
municipal elections less visible.
We’ve had the privilege of working at all levels of government and politics. Policy and politics at the
national and state level can be fun to watch and talk about, but it is local government that has the
biggest impact on our everyday life. It’s the government that can least afford to be overshadowed or
be made an afterthought.
Should this pass, it will also make our municipal elections more expensive, making communicating
about hyperlocal issues more difficult. When former St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman, for whom
we both served for two terms, ran for re-election in 2017, it broke records for the amount of money
spent on a race for mayor in St. Petersburg. Such a campaign would be considerably more expensive
if forced to compete with a senate or gubernatorial race on the ballot. And a question for
progressives: Does Rick Kriseman still edge out Rick Baker while a popular Republican governor is
running for re-election?

We are Democrats who have worked in Democratic politics most of our adult lives. But when we
worked for the City of St. Petersburg, we were proud of the nonpartisan nature of our job. Our eight
years weren’t without politics, but we relished the focus on people and policy. Aligning with partisan
statewide and national races will, without a doubt, further politicize our local elections.
Some have argued that this change will increase voter turnout. While we agree that we ought to
increase turnout in our elections across the board, this isn't the way to do it. And in fact, a long ballot
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may result in voter fatigue and dropoff, decreasing turnout for the municipal elections. There is data
to support this. As has been cited previously, about 550,000 Pinellas County residents voted in the
2020 election. About 30,000 less people voted down the ballot for the first constitutional question.
We are not aware of any organized effort to pass or defeat this particular measure. We are not even
aware of any individual voices being raised for or against this. But as veterans of national, state, and
local government and politics, we’ve seen enough to know this isn’t the best idea. And as dads of
young children, we care about the direction of our city. The sun is shining bright on St. Pete. Let’s
keep it that way and stop trying to fix what’s not broken.

Please join us in voting no on City of St. Petersburg Charter Amendment 1.—Benjamin Kirby and
Kevin King

Benjamin J. Kirby is a communications professional who previously worked in the Clinton
Administration, for St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman from 2014-22, and Nikki Fried for
Governor. Kevin King works in the private sector and previously worked for the Florida Democratic
Party, the Florida House of Representatives, and for Mayor Rick Kriseman from 2014-22.
Tags: Booker Creek, St. Petersburg, Tampa Bay
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